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Description automatically generated]Greetings in the Name of the LORD!

This month, the United States marks a historic milestone: the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Communities across the nation are celebrating this Semiquincentennial with parades, educational programs, historical reenactments, and patriotic observances. For Lutherans, this anniversary provides an opportunity not only to remember our nation’s history but also to reflect on God’s blessings and our vocation as Christian citizens.

Lutherans have long understood that love for one’s country and faithfulness to Christ are not competing loyalties. Martin Luther taught that God works through earthly governments to preserve order, protect life, and promote the common good. In his explanation of the Fourth Commandment, Luther emphasized respect and honor for those whom God has placed in authority. While Christians recognize that their ultimate citizenship is in heaven, they also acknowledge their responsibility to serve faithfully within the earthly communities where God has placed them.

The 250th anniversary offers an occasion for thanksgiving. For two and a half centuries, Americans have enjoyed many blessings, including constitutional government, religious liberty, freedom of worship, and opportunities for service and charity. Lutheran congregations have flourished within this environment of freedom. Immigrants from Germany, Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, and other lands found in America a place where they could worship according to their confessional convictions and pass the Christian faith to future generations.

Yet our reflection on national anniversaries is marked by humility, as well as gratitude. Christians understand that no nation is perfect. Every human institution bears the marks of sin and brokenness. As Lutherans confess in the Divine Service, “We are by nature sinful and unclean.” This reality applies not only to individuals, but also to societies and governments. National celebrations, therefore, become occasions not merely for patriotic pride, but also for repentance, prayer, and renewed commitment to justice, mercy, and truth.

The Lutheran Church has historically encouraged prayers for government leaders and public officials. The Apostle Paul urges Christians to offer “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings” for kings and all who are in authority (1 Timothy 2:1–2). During this anniversary year, we may include special petitions for the nation, its leaders, members of the armed forces, first responders, educators, and all who serve the public good.

The Semiquincentennial also invites Lutherans to remember the many Christians who have helped shape the nation’s history. Lutheran pastors, teachers, missionaries, military chaplains, and laypeople have contributed significantly to American life. Through schools, colleges, hospitals, charities, and congregations, Lutherans have sought to serve their neighbors in Christ’s name and bear witness to the Gospel.

Most importantly, Lutherans approach this anniversary with their eyes fixed on Christ. While nations rise and fall, Christ’s kingdom endures forever. Earthly anniversaries remind us of God’s providence in history, but they also point us beyond history to the eternal kingdom won for us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Patriotism is a good gift when it inspires gratitude and service, but it must never replace faith in the Savior.

As America celebrates 250 years of independence, we can join in giving thanks for the blessings of liberty, praying for the nation’s future, and recommitting ourselves to lives of faithful service. In doing so, we confess that every good gift comes from God and that our highest hope rests not in any earthly nation but in the Lord of history, Jesus Christ, whose kingdom shall have no end.
Happy Independence Day!
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Pilgrims Serving in July:
Elder – Scott Miller
Trustee – Kevin Kott	
Altar Guild – Alice Kryszak



           Count Teams:
	July 5       Team 3
	July 12     Team 4
	July 19     Team 1
	July 26     Team 2
	Aug 2       Team 3



ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTIONS (Needed Weekly 2026: $2,939.60)  

Saturday, May 30 	On-line: N/A	In-Person Worship: 17	$    990.00  	YTD $	 x
Sunday, May 31 	On-line: 123	In-Person Worship: 45	$ 2,642.00	YTD $3,315.41
Sunday, June 7 	On-line:  110	In-Person Worship: 50	$ 5,167.34	YTD $5,543.15
Sunday, June 14	On-line:  86	In-Person Worship: 53	$ 3,067.09	YTD $5,670.64
Sunday, June 21	On-line:  54	In-Person Worship: 54	$ 2,160.00	YTD $4,891.04

Special Gifts: 								
Love Offerings $780, Orphan Grain Train $15, 
Rainy-Day $70, and Roof Replacement $650
PASTORAL ACTS:  none



EMAIL/TEXT MINISTRY:  
From time to time, we’d like to be able to contact the entire congregation by email or text message. Maybe it’s a weather-related cancelation, or the announcement of a member passing, or something else important. Please, send an email to pilgrimessexville@gmail.com with your name, email address, and cell phone number so we can continue building this database.  Deadra will cross-reference this updated info with our Shepherd’s Staff program.    Office publications are also emailed out each week (Order of Worship, News & Notes, and Pilgrim’s Progress).   Let her know if you aren’t receiving these items.
PATRIOTIC SERVICE:  
[image: USA flag vector illustration American flag png on transparent background |  Premium AI-generated vector]Trinity Monitor invites us to their WOW (Worship on Wednesdays) service for a special Patriotic Tribute on Wednesday, July 1 at 6:00pm.  If the weather is nice, bring a lawn chair as the service will be held outdoors in the pavilion.
[image: One Question: Saturday Night Worship? – Pastor's Ponderings]SATURDAY WORSHIP:  
Join us on these Saturdays at 5:00pm for Holy Communion in the blue room Chapel:  July 25 and August 29.  Be sure to mark your calendar for these extra worship opportunities this summer.  
OPPORTUNITY FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING:  Pilgrim has a program which allows members to 
make electronic donations to the church. If you would like to participate in this voluntary program, just grab an “AUTHORIZATION FORM” from the table in the narthex, fill it out completely, and return it to the church office (or to the elder on duty). You can choose the amount and frequency of your offering, just like using the traditional offering envelope. This way, even if you are not able to make it to church some weekend, you still can keep current in your ability to fund God’s work among us. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SPECIAL ENVELOPES:  
In addition to being able to sponsor Altar Flowers and our Order of Worship each week (sign-up sheets for 2026 and envelopes are in the hallway), we also have a variety of special envelopes available in the Narthex for these extra giving opportunities:
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Description automatically generated]Community Care Fund – Gifts donated to this fund are sent to one of our many community organizations. 
[image: Free Red Love Heart Pictures, Download Free Red Love Heart Pictures png  images, Free ClipArts on Clipart Library]Love Offering Envelopes – For when you’d like to make an extra donation in order to honor or celebrate a special occasion or someone special.
[bookmark: _Hlk208394026][image: In Loving Memory of Daryle E. Brantley | Obituaries | stlamerican.com]Memorials – Donations may be made in memory of friends and family.
[image: Keynote Organs Drawbar Pipe organ Electric organ, pipe organ transparent background PNG clipart thumbnail]Organ Fund – We use the money in this fund to help regularly maintain and tune our pipe organ which is a major asset to our worship experience.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Orphan Grain Train – These gifts are sent to assist with helping those in need both here in the U.S. and abroad.  See the article below for further details.
[image: A picture containing accessory

Description automatically generated]Rainy Day – Gifts given to this fund are of vital importance as we need to use it when our expenses of running the church don’t keep up our weekly tithes and offerings.
[image: ]Roof Replacement Fund – In order to keep a roof over our heads, we established a fund last August to cover the cost of replacing the roof.  We have contracted with Brown Roofing, a local company, to replace the roof this year.  It will likely happen yet this summer and fall.  Due to the war and economy, the price is now $130,000.  We have applied, but will not accept the loan from the Church Extension Fund to pay the contractor until the project is complete.
In less than a year, our Donation Total is already $23,518.33!  Thank you for being forward-thinking!
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS:
Did you know?  If you have Thrivent products, Pilgrim can benefit from you allocating your Choice Dollars to us.  Since 2010, Thrivent members have directed over $660M in grant funding to enrolled organizations.
The Thrivent Choice program has recently been upgraded so that:
* ALL 1.9M members may allocate Choice Dollars.  Previously, only select Thrivent members were able to allocate these funds.
* Members can act sooner as all 2026 Choice Dollars are available to direct now in full.  Previously, Choice Dollars accrued over time.
* Members can direct dollars anytime through December 31.  Previously, members needed to direct their allocations by March 31st.
* When Pilgrim receives these funds, it is automatically sent and deposited right to our General Fund.  We receive a list of member names who allocated Choice Dollars, but not individual amounts as the funds come from Thrivent, not the members.
BIBLE STUDIES ON BREAK:
Both the Sunday morning and Tuesday evening classes will be on break for the months of July and August.  Sessions will resume with new topics after Labor Day.  Keep watching for the details!
GOLF OUTINGS:
Check out the flyers on the bulletin board for further details and how you can participate in these worthy events:
* Immanuel Lutheran’s 2nd Annual Fellowship Classic Golf Outing will be coming on Saturday, July 18 at Green Hills Golf Course in Pinconning. 
* Mike Avery Outdoors 3rd Annual Charity Golf Outing will be held on Friday, July 31 at the West Branch Country Club.  This year, the charity outing will benefit Pass It On – Outdoor Mentors.
ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN: 
OGT is a philanthropic organization within the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to provide basic necessities to those who lack them. A little over half of the donated material go to disaster relief victims in the US and other countries. The rest goes to citizens of countries around the world that are in abject poverty. For monetary donations, envelopes are available in the narthex.  The following items are on the OGT Wish List and will be transported to our local OGT Chapter Headquarters in Sebewaing where they will be prepared for shipment around the world.  If you'd like to help, place your donations in the big white barrel in the hall near the mailboxes:
Diapers, Layettes, Stuffed Animals, Sheets, Disposable Gloves, Toothbrushes and Toothpaste, Socks, Bats/Balls/Gloves, Towels/washcloths, Bar soap, Combs, Student Backpacks, New Coloring Books, New Crayons, New Pens/Pencils, Writing Paper/Notebooks, Soccer Balls, Basketballs, etc.


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
* Sunday School will resume in September.  Keep watching for the details and dates!
* Bonnie McIntosh continues her card ministry to remember our shut-ins with mailings about every six weeks.
* Instead of hosting our own Vacation Bible School this year, we strongly urged families to consider attending those VBS programs of our sister congregations.  Many were available in June and one is still accepting enrollment for July:
	*Trinity Monitor will host Epic Australian 
	Adventure – An Unforgettable Journey with 
	Jesus on July 26-30 from 5:30-8:30pm.  See 
	the poster on the hallway bulletin board.
*Book Donations of varied genres are being accepted for our Library program – both fiction and non-fiction titles of wholesome reading materials, along with family-oriented DVDs.  Please place donations in the plastic container in the corner of the Library room.
Members have access to the Library whenever the church is open.  They will be able to read in the Library or in the comfy seats outside the Library room – an inviting area for all.  Also, books may be taken home to read, then returned whenever finished.
Our “Little Library” of Christian reading material still exists by the north entrance of the church.
If there are any questions, please reach out to Lynda Allen.
God’s Word for Everyone
Verse 1
The Bible is God’s Word for everyone;
It’s holy and it’s true.
It’s God’s pow’r for me and you.
Alleluia!
[image: C:\Users\Adeline\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\B4QSEURG\MusicNotes[1].jpg]

OUR DAILY BREAD:
The summer devotional booklets are available in the narthex.  They will continue to cover the months of July and August and are provided to us free of charge by Our Daily Bread Ministries in Grand Rapids.  We usually have several extra copies, so please share one with a friend!
OFFICE HOURS to CHANGE in AUGUST:
New office hours will begin in August.  Beginning the first week of August, Deadra will be in the church office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am to 1:30pm.  
[image: Keenagers — Generations Church]KEENAGERS:
Mark your calendar for the next potluck and fellowship!  Open to all members 55 and over, the next gathering will take place on Tuesday, July 14 at 11:00am. 
HOMEBOUND VISITATION:
Usually, Pastor visits our homebound members the third Thursday of each month.  However, there will NOT be visits during July.  
Visits with Pastor bringing communion will resume on Thursday, August 20.  If you are not currently on Pastor’s visitation list and would like to be, just call the office and we’ll get you on his schedule.
GERMANY!
[image: ]Pastor Hutter will be out of the country during the month of July from July 6-24. If you need emergency pastoral support, Pastor Jerry Gauthier from St. John -Amelith has agreed to be “on call”. His cell is: (507)360-3798.
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July 2026










	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	

	
	
	1

	2

930 Chair Exercise

	3

	4
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	5     Trinity 5

1030 Holy Communion
1130 Fellowship

	6

	7


	8


	9

930 Chair Exercise

	10


	11



	12   Trinity 6

1030 Holy Communion
1130 Fellowship

	13

	14

1100 Keenagers

	15 
	16
Newsletter Deadline

930 Chair Exercise

	17


	18



	19   Trinity 7

1030 Holy Communion
1130 Fellowship

	20


	21


	22


	23

930 Chair Exercise

	24


	25

500 Holy Communion


	26   Trinity 8

1030 Holy Communion
1130 Fellowship

	27

	28


	29


	30

930 Chair Exercise

	31
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	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	

	
	
	1


	2

	3


	4

United States of America

	5
Mary Sue Bond

Linda Spenner

Barb Massey
	6     

Sharon Weiler
	7

	8

Don Doud

Emily Wagner

	9


	10


	11

Pam Wagner


	12

Connor Stasick 

	13   

Jennifer Dial

Amber Johnson
	14

	15

Charlotte Stasick
	16

Kathy Kemp

	17

	18

Sandy 
  Weatherbee

	19

Vicki Beyer 

	20   
	21


	22

Virgil Richards

	23

Gerald Reuther
	24


	25



	26
	27   

Sophia Beyer

Charles Ward
	28

Deb Rogers

	29


	30

Sherry VanTol
	31

Rebekah Ferrer
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Deollars...

and sense.

Did you know that the cost of a funeral is largely a matter of your own choloe'
You can pick from many options in with burial or

simple and intimate to larger and more traditional.

More options exist than most people realize, and the greatest influence on cost is
your choice. We understand your cost concerns, and we'll be pleased to help you
arrange a funeral that fits within your budget.

Py 7
Richard C. Steele Staff Funeral Directors: g /’)“’»,"/”“"
Funeral Director Jason J. Gilles

President Cadia M. Hofman

Funeral Home, Inc.

608 N. Madison Avenue * Bay City* (989) 1°
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